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his wife's death, he was prevented by Edward from
marrying Mary of Burgundy, the heiress of Charles
the Rash, he began to plot against his brother. An
excuse was found, however, to impeach him ; he was
imprisoned in the Tower on a charge of having worked
against the king's life by magical arts, and very soon
after it was announced that he was dead (1478).

The last act of the reign was an expedition against
Scotland. James III. had expelled his brother, the
Duke of Albany, and Gloucester was sent to restore
him and to place him on the throne. The Scotch,
however, offered a stout resistance, and, though
Albany was allowed to regain his lands, the English
army effected nothing but the recovery of Berwick.
Edward died while planning an invasion of France
to revenge himself on Louis, who had broken off the
proposed marriage alliance, leaving two young sons,
Edward and Richard, the elder of whom was at once
proclaimed king, as Edward V. (1483).

The next three years are marked by a series of
rapid changes, which culminated in the accession of
the House of Tudor. The death of Edward IV,
left four parties in England : the Lancastrians, who
had still a few supporters ; the Woodville family ,
the new nobility, which had been created by the
Yorkists ; and the remnants of the old nobility, who
were represented by the Dukes of Gloucester and
Buckingham. Of these parties, the first was at
present too weak to assert itself, and the first con-
flict was between the nobles, old and new, and the
family of the queen mother. Gloucester utilised the
general unpopularity of the Woodvilles to combine the